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the first Confession, they will be able to remember
them at the second. Some of them use the beads of
their Rosaries as a local reminder. A good woman,
whose simplicity is as great as her want of memory,
approached a Father one day, and said to him, with
most pleasing ingenuousness, ‘‘ Here are all my
sins;’’ and she showed him about a decade of her
Rosary. ‘‘They are all on those beads,’ she said;
and, passing them one after another through her
fingers, as if she had been saying her prayers, she
accused herself of having committed many harmless
things.

Another sent her husband to bear her excuses [g]
for not having approached the holy Table as she had
promised. ‘‘ She has forgotten,” said her husband,
‘“a great sin;’’ and I think that he had been charged
to tell it to the Father, but the good woman herself
came, and the Father gave her Communion, having
recognized the fear and innocent simplicity of the
husband and wife.

A young man who had obtained permission to
receive Communion—for, as a rule, they do not
approach that divine Sacrament unless we allow them
to do so—also came to excuse himself, saying that he
wished to prepare his soul, to fast several times, and
to sorrow for his sins a long while, before receiving
his Lord. Some beg their Confessors to give them
hard Penances, and to make them fast; and they
manifest great regret for having made God angry, as
they say.

A Captain found means to procure wine, and gave
some of his friends a portion of it to drink, so that
one of them became intoxicated. When we were in-
formed of this, we protested against such disorderly



